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Agreat milestone for CTF was the award of a 
$1 million grant from the North American 
Wetlands Conservation Act (NAWCA) this 

March. This grant is a huge step because CTF will be 
purchasing our first easement with grant funds! CTF 
has protected over 500 acres of land with easements 
by landowners donating easements to CTF and over 
8,500 acres by working with our project partners 
to acquire land through local, state, and federal 
conservation programs. 
 
 The North American Wetlands Conservation 
Act (NAWCA) grant was for the North Florida 

Wetlands Conservation Program, Phase III project. 
CTF requested $1 million to acquire a conservation 
easement on Ledwith Prairie with our project partner, 
Alachua Conservation Trust (ACT).  
 
 CTF will split the $1 million with ACT, who 
will also acquire property as part of the project.
Protecting Ledwith Prairie will help increase 
ecosystem connectivity since the property is adjacent 
to the Barr Hammock Preserve and Levy Prairie 
Preseve which encompass  nearly 5,600 acres. (CTF 
nominated both projects to the Alachua County 
Forever program for acquisition). 

The view across Ledwith Prairie is spectacular! This photo was taken from the Barr Hammock 
Preserve. A conservation easement will protect several hundred acres of important habitat for 
migratory birds and waterfowl. Photo by Larry Korhnak. 
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Ellen and her husband Matt Dube’ are expecting their first child 
in December of this year. Best wishes to Ellen and Matt! John recently 

graduated from Law School at the University of Florida and he will be 
moving to Sugarloaf Key to practice public interest environmental & 
land-use law for a non-profit organization called Citizens Not Serfs. 

Good luck to John  in his new job working to protect the Keys!
 

Welcome, new Board Members
William W. (Bill) Bennett, Board of Directors

Bill is a veterinarian and has owned and operated the Williston  
Veterinary Clinic since 1974. Bill is the Past President of the Levy 

County Cattleman’s Assoc. He is the Director of the Williston 
Chamber of Commerce and he runs a cattle and  

timber operation on his  farm in Williston.

Kevin Brown, Advisory Board 
Kevin has been with Farm Credit since 1986. He is a Chief Appraiser, 

working in Alachua. He is a central Florida native, and his degree is 
in plant and soil science from UF, and his interests are real estate, 

geography and land management. Kevin’s hobbies include gardening, 
landscaping and maintaining his small timber farm. 

Welcome, new Staff Member
Vicki Leslie Duncan, Development Director 

 Vicki is the co-founder of the Trilogy School and taught at the private 
school from 1992 – 2003. She also taught in several public schools in 

Alachua County and one in Marion County. She also worked with 
Daniel Ward, the curator at the UF Herbarium from 1975 to 1976.   

 
CTF celebrates our 10th Anniversary! 

CTF is celebrating our 10th anniversary this year! The organization 
was founded to protect wildlife corridors and working rural lands on a 

statewide basis. CTF has protetected over 9,100 acres of land.  
Thank you to our original founders who are still an active part of CTF: 

David Carr, Mike Campbell, and Gary & Nancy Meffe.

Welcome and Congatulations!

CTF Land Conservation Director Ellen Hunley Dube’ and CTF Land 
Conservation Assistant Director John Henry November. Photo courtesy of  CTF.
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BoARD of DIReCToRs 
Terry L. Zinn, President
    Attorney, FL Dept. of Transportation (retired)
Bill Schlitzkus, Vice-President
    Forester, Plum Creek Timber Company
Stephen Nesbitt, Secretary
   Ornithologist, FL Wildlife Commission (retired)
Michael Campbell, Treasurer
    Forester, Seedling Nursery Co-Owner
William W. (Bill) Bennett
    Veterinarian/Owner, Williston Veterinary Clinic, 
    Rancher, Tree Farmer
K. Marlene Conaway
    Planner, Dept. of Community Affairs (retired)
David Carr
    Conservationist, Pearl Country Store Co-Owner
David Pais
    Pais Realty & Pais Landscapes Owner
Nancy J. Peterson
    Assoc. Director of Research and Outreach, School
    of Forest Resources & Conservation,  UF
Barry Rutenberg
    2009 Third Vice Chairman, Board of the National
    Association of Home Builders, President of Barry 
    Rutenberg and Associates, Inc.
Hans G. Tanzler, III
    Attorney/CPA/Tax Attorney, UF Foundation Board,
    St. Johns River Water Mgt. Dist. Governing Board

ADVIsoRY BoARD
Fay Baird
Kevin Brown 
Bob Buschbacher 
Margaret “Peggy” Carr 
Will Ellis 
Keith Glynn 
Larry D. Harris
John Hendrix
Stephen H. Kattell 
Erik Lewis 
Gary K. Meffe
Hugh Popenoe 
Jennifer B. Springfield 
Carlton Ward, Jr. 
Richard White
Kathleen S. Williams 
Freddie Wood

Busy Kislig-Shires Byerly, Executive Director 
Ellen Huntley Dube,’

Land Conservation Director
John Henry November,

Land Conservation Assistant Director 
Vicki Leslie Duncan, Development Director

Tom Hoctor, Greenways Program Research Scientist 
 

Conservation Trust for Florida, Inc. 
P.O. Box 134, Micanopy, FL 32667 

Phone & Fax: 352-466-1178  
www.conserveflorida.org    
info@conserveflorida.org 
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The Whitehurst Horse Prairie 
Ranch was the perfect setting for 
the Conservation Trust for Florida’s 
Fall Round UP! and Awards Cel-
ebration on November 16th.  CTF 
honored landowners, Betty and 
Deborah O’Neill, who made a com-
mitment to protect their 200-acre 
BoPoDo Farm located near Willis-
ton with a conservation easement. 
The O’Neill’s are committed to the 
long-term stewardship of their farm.

It was a treat to hear the story of 
early Florida as told by Judge Nel-
son E. Bailey. Judge Bailey’s program 
included the history of the Florida 
cowboy that dates back almost 500 
years to the early Spaniards. A Palm 
Beach County judge, Judge Bailey 

was dressed in period clothes 
from that period and he told in-
teresting stories about the daily 
lives of Cracker cow hunters and 
their families. He painted a vivid 
picture of those settings and ex-
plained how those early settlers 
were able to survive. “Horses, 
cows and orange trees are all 
part of our Spanish heritage,” 
Bailey said.  “People don’t real-
ize that the first cowboys in the 
United States were in Florida,”  
he added.

Our guests also enjoyed the 
“plein air” painting demonstra-
tion by award winning artist 
Kate Barnes. 

A special thank you to the Florida 
Cow Hunters Mark and Nadine 
Carpenter (and their daughter), Jack 
Gillen, Jerome Feaster, Billy Ray 
Hunter, Frank Batey, Tony Morrell, 
and Kevin Sheffield for providing a 
cracker “cur” dog and cracker horse 
demonstration, which complimented 
Judge Bailey’s real life stories.  
 Thank you also to Benjamin 
Dehart for playing music and to 
Matt Dube’ for taking photographs. 
The event helped CTF raise nearly 
$20,000 for our land conservation 
and outreach programs. 

           
Thank you for your support!

Betty O'Neill, CTF 
President Terry Zinn, 
and Deborah O'Neill at 
the Fall Round UP! & 
Awards Ceremony on  
November 16, 2008 at 
the Whitehurst Horse 
Prairie Ranch. The 
O'Neill's were honored 
with a  Land Conserva-
tion Award for protecing 
their 200-acre BoPoDo 
Farm near Williston. 
Photo by Matt Dube.'

Judge Nelson E. Bailey, 
a Palm Beach County 
judge, was the Keynote 
Speaker at the event.  
Judge Bailey’s program 
included the history of the 
Florida cowboy that dates 
back almost 500 years 
to the early Spaniards.  
Photo by Matt Dube.'

 Fall Round UP! 2008

“People don’t 
realize that the 
first cowboys 

in the United 
States were in 
Florida,” said 
Judge Bailey.
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With our project partners, the Alachua 

County Forever program, the 

Alachua Audubon Society, the Sierra Club, 

and Women for Wise Growth, CTF will 

be leading private educational tours of Barr 

Hammock and Levy Prairie. We would be 

happy to arrange an outing for you or an 

organization that may be interested. 

Levy Prairie features a variety of natural 

communities, including freshwater marshes 

and hardwood swamp, and contains habitat 

for a variety of threatened and endangered 

species, such as sandhill cranes, wood storks, 

and bald eagles.

The complex of conservation lands – Paynes 

Prairie, Barr Hammock, and Levy – are part 

of the Ocala National Forest to Goethe State 

Forest Greenway, which helps connect the 

two conservation areas by creating a wildlife 

corridor for wide-ranging species such as the 

Florida black bear.

Field Trips           Greenways & Bears

A young girl holds up a lily pad “hat” during a field 
trip to Barr Hammock. The trip was organized by 
Women for Wise Growth and was led by Ramesh Buch, 
Program Manager for the Alachua County Forever 
program. Photo by Ellen Huntley Dube.’

Ocala-Fisheating Creek  
Greenway

The southern portion of 
the Ocala National Forest to 
Osceola National Forest Gre-
enway (O2O) stretches down 
into south Florida near Lake 
Okeechobee. CTF’s primary 
opportunity to protect essential 
portions is centered around the 
Highlands-Glades (counties) 
population of the Florida black 
bear. We have been working 
with the University of Kentucky 
and Archbold Biological Sta-
tion to use GPS telemetry data 
from collared bears to identify 
important habitat and corridors 
to maintain and even expand the 
bear population.   

Tragically, Dr. David S.  
Maehr, leader of the Highlands-
Glades bear project from the 
University of Kentucky, died in 
a small plane crash while track-
ing these bears in June 2008. The 
pilot, local citrus grove owner 
and conservationist Mason 
Smoak, also died. Archbold Bio-
logical Station, UF and CTF are 
working with Dave’s colleagues 
at the University of Kentucky to 
keep this project going despite 
Dave’s death, since we know 
this is what Dave would have 
wanted most.   
 

Ocala-Matanzas Greenway
CTF is working with the 

Florida Wildlife Federation to 
ensure that proposed develop-
ments near I-95 in Flagler and 
St. Johns Counties do not sig-
nificantly harm the protection of 
this corridor. Tom Hoctor met 
with one landowner who owns 
over 20,000 acres just west of 
I-95 to modify their proposed 
development to enlarge pro-
tected greenspace to included 
functional corridors, including a 
corridor running through their 
property west to east to the 
Pellicer Creek corridor, which 
is likely the best opportunity to 
connect to conservation lands 
along the Matanzas River.  

 
Osceola-Apalachicola and  
Springs Coast-Big Bend  
Greenways Projects

CTF is working with Wild-
lands Conservation, Inc. on ex-
panding this project to include 
projects from the Big Bend south 
to the Chassahowitzka complex 
of conservation lands in Citrus, 
Hernando, and Pasco Counties, 
which will protect a functional 
bear corridor between Chassa-
howitzka, Goethe State Forest, 
and the Lower Suwanee Nation-
al Wildlife Refuge.  

Dr. Larry Harris and Dr. 
Tom Hoctor are work-
ing with officials at the 
University of Florida to 
establish a memorial fund 
in Dr. David S. Maehr’s 
honor. The fund will sup-
port research on panthers, 
bears, greenways, and 
landscape ecology. For 
more information contact 
Larry at ldharris@ufl.edu.
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Landowner Seminar in Ocala

The seminar series focuses 
on conservation easements 
and the federal, state, and local 
programs that can provide 
landowners with tax and 
financial incentives to protect 
their land.

Conservation easements can 
help landowners realize tax 
savings on property and federal 
income taxes and, in some cases, 
estate taxes. 

Based on the value of the 
conservation easement, the 
federal tax incentives allow 
qualifying farmers and ranchers 
to deduct up to 100 percent 
(landowners 50 percent) of 
their total income the year of 
the conservation easement 
donation. Any remaining value 
of the donated easement can be 
deducted, (up to 100 percent of 
the landowner’s income), and 
carried forward for 15 years.

Amendment 4 will provide 
full exemption from property 
taxes for land with a perpetual 
easement and a funded 
management plan.

This is the third year that CTF 
has held our seminar series 

and the very first seminar in 2006 was 
also held at Golden Hills Golf & Turf 
Club in Ocala! 

About 65 people attended the Feb-
ruary 18, 2009 seminar at the Golden 
Hills Golf & Turf Club. We were 
pleased to have attorney John Feld-
man, who also gave a presentation at 
the April 2008 seminar at the Florida 
Carriage Museum, be a part of the 
seminar. John talked about the tax 
benefits of conservation easements. 
Appraiser Albert (Leon) Strickland 
talked about the appraisal process for 
easements and Mark Aselson from 
the Florida Fish and Wildlife Con-
servation Commission, talked about 
the state programs available to assist 
landowners. 

Mr. Feldman and Mr. Strickland 
were great speakers. They have 
worked together on other projects 
and their camaraderie and humor 
made the technical information about 
easements pleasant.

The highlight of the seminar was a 
picnic lunch at the O’Neill’s BoPoDo 

Farm, which was just around the 
corner from Golden Hills. The O’Neill 
family donated a conservation ease-
ment to CTF to protect their 200-acre 
horse farm and nature trails in 2008. 
During lunch, Deborah O’Neill talked 
about why the family decided to 
place an easement on their land and 
about the process, which took about 
a year to complete. Deborah said that 
the family’s “only regret was that 
we didn’t have thousands of acres to 
protect.”

Thank you to Mark Shuffitt, 
Extension Faculty for the Marion 
County Extenstion Office, who mod-
erated the meeting. Thank you also 
to Martha Thomas of Lake County 
Extension Office and to the Marion 
County Extension Office for publiciz-
ing the seminar.

Special thanks to our sponsors, the 
Quail Roost Foundation, Sally Vener-
able, the Educational Foundation of 
America, and Progress Energy. Thank 
you to Richard Hancock, Executive 
Vice President of the Florida Thor-
oughbred Breeders’ and Owners’ As-
sociation, for sponsoring the banquet 
room for the event.

Deborah O’Neill 
said that the 

family’s “only 
regret was that 
we didn’t have 

thousands of acres 
to protect.”

Top photo: Attorney John Feldman and 
landowner Mike Adams at the February 
18, 2009 seminar. Right photo: Deborah 
O’Neill and CTF President Terry Zinn 
at BoPoDo Farm. Lunch for the seminar 
was held at the O’Neill’s BoPoDo Farm. 
Photos courtesy of CTF. 

5    b Conservation Trust for Florida, Inc. ~ The Post ~ August 2009

Prinect Printready ColorCarver
Page is color controlled with Prinect Printready ColorCarver 4.0.52Copyright 2008 Heidelberger Druckmaschinen AGhttp://www.heidelberg.comYou can view actual document colors and color spaces, with the free Color Editor (Viewer), a Plug-In from the Prinect PDF Toolbox. Please request a PDF Toolbox CD from your local Heidelberg office in order to install it on your computer.Applied Color Management Settings:Output Intent (Press Profile): ISOcoated_v2_eci.iccRGB Image:Profile: sRGB_hdm.iccRendering Intent: PerceptualBlack Point Compensation: noRGB Graphic:Profile: sRGB_hdm.iccRendering Intent: PerceptualBlack Point Compensation: noDevice Independent RGB/Lab Image:Rendering Intent: PerceptualBlack Point Compensation: noDevice Independent RGB/Lab Graphic:Rendering Intent: PerceptualBlack Point Compensation: noDevice Independent CMYK/Gray Image:Rendering Intent: PerceptualBlack Point Compensation: noDevice Independent CMYK/Gray Graphic:Rendering Intent: PerceptualBlack Point Compensation: noTurn R=G=B (Tolerance 0.5%) Graphic into Gray: yesTurn C=M=Y,K=0 (Tolerance 0.1%) Graphic into Gray: noCMM for overprinting CMYK graphic: noGray Image: Apply CMYK Profile: noGray Graphic: Apply CMYK Profile: noTreat Calibrated RGB as Device RGB: yesTreat Calibrated Gray as Device Gray: yesRemove embedded non-CMYK Profiles: yesRemove embedded CMYK Profiles: yesApplied Miscellaneous Settings:Colors to knockout: noGray to knockout: noPure black to overprint: noTurn Overprint CMYK White to Knockout: yesTurn Overprinting Device Gray to K: yesCMYK Overprint mode: set to OPM1 if not setCreate "All" from 4x100% CMYK: yesDelete "All" Colors: noConvert "All" to K: no

Heidelberg PDF Report
Color image resolution 127 dpi is below 225 dpi



Conservation Trust for Florida, Inc. ~ The Post ~ August 2009    b 6

Blue Highway Pizzeria,  
Delectable Collectables, F&W  
Forestry Services, Inc., Fresh 
Market, Gainesville Health & 

Fitness Center, Harvest Thyme 
Cafe’, Hippodrome Theater, Ilene’s 
For Fashion, Lost Art Gallery and 
Renaissance Appraisals, Marion 
Cultural Alliance, Paddock Room 
Galleries, Patagonia, Santa Fe Ca-
noe Outpost, Satchel’s, SmartPak 

Equine, Tack Shack, The Strand  

Salon & Day Spa, Terry L. Zinn, 
P.A., Kate Barnes, Eleanor Blair, 
Linda K. Blondheim, Stacey Bre-

heny, Iris Burke, Donna Chap-
man Grasso, Jerry Culen, Paul & 
Polly Doughty, Bruce Fraleigh, Ed 
Geers, Don & Jordan Goodman, 

Harriet Huss, John Moran, Nancy 
Moskovitz, Steve Nesbitt, Elisa-

beth Odum, Jeff Ripple, Jacquelyn 
Schindehette, Lester Smilowitz, 
Susan Trammell, and Ana Varela

Thank you Fall Round UP! 2008 Sponsors

Silent Auction Donors

Hans & Debbie 

Tanzler, III

Larry D. 
Harris, PH.D.

 
Alachua Co. Tourist Development, 

Alta, Barry Rutenberg Homes, 
Central Florida Office Plus, CH2M 

Hill, Cypress Grove Farm, F&W 
Forestry Services, Farm Credit of 
North Florida, GCY  Professional 
Surveyors & Mappers, Goodwin 
Lumber Company, Grandiflora, 

Hendrix Consulting, Herlong  
Mansion Bed & Breakfast, Indigo, 

International Carbon Bank & 
Exchange, Pais Realty/Pais Land-

scapes, Pearl Country Store & 
BBQ, Plum Creek, Progress Energy, 

Stephens Thoroughbreds,  
SunTrust Bank, Tarmac America, 
Terry L. Zinn, P.A., The Goethe 
Trail, The Griffin Ranch, V. E. 

Whitehurst & Sons, Xerographic 
Copy Center, Bill Bennett, Terry 
Bettendorf, Jerry Culen & Nancy 
Peterson, Josh & Sally Dickinson, 

Paul & Polly Doughty, Keith & Katie 
Glynn, Matt Dube’, Larry D. Har-

ris, Gladys Lane, Emory & Jennifer 
Springfield, Dan Whitehurst, Edith 

Williams & Tom Smith

Cedar Lake Ranch  
Conservation Easement

A beautiful piece of Old Florida 
has been preserved by Williston 
dentist Dr. Raymond Webber who 
donated a conservation easement to 
CTF in 2008 on 54 of his 100 acres.  
A portion of Dr. Webber’s property 
has been developed into a magnifi-
cent botanical garden with water-
falls, gazebos, and trails down into a 
limerock quarry.  

The 54-acre property provides 
relatively natural habitat for native 
plants and wildlife and has a mag-
nificent mixed forest with huge oak 
trees. He is restoring portions of the 
property to provide native vegeta-
tion for wildlife. 

“I want to make sure this place 
will never be developed,” said Dr. 

Webber. He is part owner of Devil’s 
Den, an underground spring inside a 
dry cave that is very popular among 
scuba divers. 

The remains of many extinct 
animals from the Pleistocene Age (2 
million - 10,000 years ago) were dis-
covered at Devil’s Den, including the 
bones of early man, dating back to 
75,000 B.C. The conservation ease-
ment will help buffer and protect 
Devil’s Den and the botanical garden 
from encroaching development. 

“Tax benefits will help, but that’s 
not why I’m doing this (creating an 
easement.) This place is best for the 
animals and the birds,” Dr. Webber 
added.

A magnificent oak tree on Dr.  
Raymond Webber's property.  

Photo by Ellen Huntley Dube.'
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2008 Donors & Sponsors

Members

           Thank you for your support!

Anonymous (2)
Dharma Foundation

The Elizabeth Ordway Dunn  
Foundation

The Educational Foundation 
of America

    Elizabeth Francis 
Jelks Family Foundation

Kosman Foundation
Thomas H. Maren Foundation
Norcross Wildlife Foundation 

Betty and Deborah O’Neill
Quail Roost Foundation

Sally Venerable
Dr. Raymond Webber

         William J. (Bill) Whitehurst 

Foundations  
&  

Major Donors
Charles Andrews and Christine Eastman
Karen L. Arrington      
David and Joanne Auth     
Jeri Baldwin      
Andrew and Marion Barnes     
Rhonda and Curtis Barnes     
Bill Bennett      
Terry Bettendorf      
Mike and Busy Byerly     
Keifer and Sande Calkins     
Mike and Sandy Campbell     
Kathy A. Cantwell      
Jaime Jones Carmichael     
David and Peggy Carr     
Joe and Ginny Cauthen     
William T. Chesnut, Jr.     
Charles S. Chestnut, IV 
Chestnut Funeral Home     
Ron and Diana Cohen     
Jacquelyn Collett      
Peter and Kathleen Colverson     
Rick and K. Marlene Conaway     
William E. Cox, III      
Ed and Sheila Crapo     
Bill and Patty Crass      
Jerry Culen and Nancy J. Peterson
Bruce and Paula DeLaney     
Nancy Deren      
Dwight DeVane and Doria Gordon
Josh and Sally Dickinson     
William and Martha Dobes     
Paul and Polly Doughty     
Tom and Vicki Dunn     
George Edwards      
K.M. and Sara Eoff      
John & Katherine Ewel     
Eric Flagg and Crystal Goodison
Elizabeth Francis      
Ed Geers and Sally Guthrie
Keith and Katie Glynn     
John Goelz      
Don and Jordan Goodman     
Carol Goodwin      
Carol M. Gordon      
Jennifer Graziano      
Gary and Judy Greenberg     
David and Tiia Hall      
Phyllis S. Hansen      
Larry Harris and Kathleen Deagan
Jack and Marjorie Hauptman     
 John Hendrix and Patsy Frenchman
Kerry Heubeck      
Doug Hornbeck and Sue Mauk
Emily Humphreys- Beher     
Diane Johnson      
Robert Knight and Debra Segal

Dianna Kosman-Rothsieden  
       and Paul and Rudy Rothseiden
Warren and Gladys Lane     
Daniel T. Lawyer      
Paul and Lynne Lefebvre     
Deborah Ann Light      
Nancy Macaulay      
Wendel Martinkovic and Nancy Dwyer
Jeanna Mastrodicasa     
Ken and Linda McGurn     
Gary and Nancy Meffe     
Peter and Anne Meylan     
Scott Miller      
John Moran      
Mimi Moreno      
Steve and Elon Nesbitt     
Geoffrey H. and Joan H. Nichols   
Bruce and Ellen Nodine     
Elisabeth Odum      
Betty O’Neill and Deborah O’Neill  
David Pais and Katie Sieving
William L. Peeples      
Hugh Popenoe and Betty Haeseker
Bryan A. (Drew) Poston, Jr.     
Kenneth and Colleen Rand     
Susan Tucker Rindal     
Jeff Ripple      
Jeff and Erna Rubin      
Frank and Winny Ruffino     
Barry B. Rutenberg     
Bill Salmon and Louise Godfrey   
Bill Schlitzkus and Sarah McCormick
Michael A. Singer      
Les and Cindy Smith     
Emory and Jennifer Springfield   
Tom Staley and Fay Baird
Susan Starling      
David and Paula Swetland     
Hans and Debbie Tanzler, III 
Jason Teisinger and Lauren Day
Willy TheLosen      
Mark van Soestbergen     
Sally Venerable      
Richard Vinton, MD      
Paul Wales and Annie Orlando
Alicie Warren      
Raymond T. Webber     
Steve and Carolyn West     
Richard and Susan White     
William J. (Bill) Whitehurst     
Eileen Wiley      
Kathleen S. Williams     
Kim Wilmoth      
Freddie and Wilma Sue Wood   
Terry L. Zinn

Corporate Support
Barry Rutenberg Homes

CH2M Hill
Central Florida Office Plus

Cypress Grove Farm
Florida Thoroughbred 

Breeders’ & Owners’ Assoc.
GCY, Inc. Professional  
Surveyors & Mappers
Giglio Sign Company
Hendrix Consulting

Pais Realty/Pais Landscapes
Pear Country Store & BBQ

Progress Energy
SunTrust Bank

V.E. Whitehurst & Sons, Inc.
Terry L. Zinn, P.A.
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CTF’s New Office
CTF will be opening a new office 
at the Ice House Gallery in  
McIntosh. A very special thank 
you to George Ferreira for his 
help and support of CTF. The 
Gallery, located on 441, is in the 
heart of downtown McIntosh, 
will be open on Thursdays and 
Fridays. Stop on by!

Become a Member Now!
Your support is vital and helps 
CTF achieve our objectives to 
protect working rural lands and 
wildlife corridors. You can renew 
or become a member by using 
PayPal or the Membership link 
at www.conserveflorida.org 
or by contacting the CTF office 
directly for a membership form. 

2008 Annual Report
CTF is pleased to present our 
2008 Annual Report, which is 
available online at  
www.conserveflorida.org.
If you would prefer a printed 
copy, please send a request to 
busy@conserveflorida.org or 
call 352-466-1178.

Congratulations to Marlene
CTF Board Member Marlene 
Conaway’s presentation titled 
“Conservation Law & Planning: 
Useful Lessons Learned from the 
Florida Keys” was accepted as 
one of the topics for the Land 
Trust Alliance’s Rally in Portland, 
Oregon in October 2009.  
CONGRATULATIONS! 

The Third Annual Spring Art Event 
in Melrose was a successful event for 
all!  Both the Melrose Bay Gallery and 
Bellamy Road Fine Arts hosted the  an-
nual “plein air” event from April 1 - 11. 

Seventy five artists from the region  
including painters, photographers, and 
stain glass artists made art to cel-
ebrate the beauty and heritage of north 
Florida. 

The festivities concluded on Satur-
day, April 11, 2009 with a Gala Sale and 
Reception with live music and refresh-
ments at both gallery locations. 

Awards for Best of Show and for sev-
eral painting mediums as well as prize 
money were presented to the winning 
artists at the Gala reception.

The event raised $3,000 to support 
CTF’s land conservation programs that 
help protect Florida’s working rural 
landscapes and wildlife corridors. The 
funds will help support our seminars 
that provide information about conser-
vation easements and land preserva-
tion projects to protect land for future 
generations.

CTF applauds Harriet Huss and 
Anne Gilroy for their superb job in 
coordinating Melrose’s Open Air Arts. 
Our special thanks to Keith Bollum, 
Linda Pollini and David T. Warner for 
their endless support and contribu-
tions that made this event possible. 
Thank you also to the property owners 
that volunteered their lovely homes for 
painting sites and to our members for 
supporting CTF by attending the event.

Sunset on Lake Santa Fe at the Melrose spring art event “Open Air Arts.” The event 
raised $3,000 to support CTF’s land conservation programs.  

Photo by Renee’ Hoffinger. 

Open Air Arts

Alachua County Waste Manage-
ment, Central Florida Office Plus, 
Wildflowers of Florida, Inc. (Terry 

Zinn), Coin and Jewelry Gallery (Ann 
& Vince Santostefano), First Care of 
Gainesville, Quality Cleaners, The 

Other Shoppe, Inc. (woodworking), 
Haase Design (Ron & David Haase), 

Icehouse Studios & Furniture Gallery 
(George Ferreira), Melrose Optical 

Care, Melrose Business & Community 
Organization, Micanopy Chamber of 
Commerce, David Pais, Harriet Huss 

Mixed Media Artist, Jim Carpenter 
Fine Art, Shake Rag Artists Collective, 
Sonia Inoue Massage Therapy, John 

W. Hendrix Environmental Consulting, 
Westside Studio Clayarts, Celeste A. 

Shitama, Volkmann & Wobie Painting 
Workshops, Eastern Sun Printworks 
Silkscreen Studio, Brookside Realty 

Services, Take Me Places Coffee Shop, 
Michael Kemp Etching Studio, Lather 

& Lace Gift Shop, Kathleen Thorne 
Massage Therapy, Xylena’s Art Gal-

lery, Neutral 7 Graphic Design 

Thank you to the Open Air Arts Business Sponsors and Partners 
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CTF held the second of three major landowner 
seminars planned for 2009 on March 24 at Otter 
Springs Park in Trenton. Fifty-five people attended 

with the majority being landowners. 

Our talented speakers included Jacksonville attorney 
Frank J. Yong, who made a presentation on the tax ben-
efits of conservation easements; Robert Sutte, MAI, who 
talked about the process of appraising easements; Joe Mal-
tese of John Hancock Financial Network and Allegiance 
Financial Advisors, Inc., who presented information about 
the use of life insurance as an estate planning tool and to 
preserve family wealth; Charlie Houder, Deputy Executive 
Director of the Suwannee River Water Management Dis-
trict who talked about the District’s acquisition process 
and priority areas for conservation.

In addition, Brian J. Olmert, President of Loncala, Inc., 
talked about the company’s conservation projects with 
the state and the Suwannee River Water Management 
District. Loncala sold land for the Ichetucknee River State 
Park and Watermelon Pond. Jerry Joiner, private consul-
tant for the USDA Natural Resource Conservation Ser-
vice, made a presentation about the Farm and Ranchland 
Protection Program and the Wetlands Reserve Program; 
CalLee Davenport from the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS), presented information about USFWS pro-
grams for enhancing wildlife on privately owned land;  
and CTF Land Conservation Director Ellen Huntley Dubé,  
presented an overview of the property tax benefits of 
Amendment 4.

Thank you to the Gilchrist County Extenstion Of-
fice for publicizing the seminar. Special thanks to CTF 
President Terry Zinn for moderating the seminar. Special 
thanks to our major supporters, Sally Venerable, the Edu-
cational Foundation of America, and Progress Energy.

Landowner Seminar 
at Otter Springs

Thank you also to sponsors Karst Environmental 
Services, Inc., Apex Color, GCY Professional Surveyors & 
Mappers, and to the Suwannee River Water Management 
District  for sponsoring the banquet room for the seminar. 

The Suwannee River Water Management District 
recently purchased the 636 acre park. Otter Springs, is 
a second magnitude natural spring which flows into the 
nearby Suwannee River.

The Alliance of Florida Land Trusts 
is hosting a professional semi-

nar by Colorado land-use attorney 
Timothy Lindstrom in Winter Park on 
Tuesday, October 27. The seminar will 
be held on the Rollins College campus  
in the Mills Memorial Building. 

The day long seminar will include 
an intensive training for attorneys and 
land trust staff from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. In the afternoon, the seminar will 
be geared toward the general public.

Attorneys can apply for Continuing 
Education credits (3.5 hours) from the 
Florida Bar. The fee is $125 plus $35 
for Tim’s book “A Tax Guide to Con-
servation Easements.” The afternoon 
session is $50 plus $35 for the book.

Timothy Lindstrom is an attorney 
who specializes in the federal tax law 
governing conservation easements and 
land trusts. He serves as legal counsel 
to easement donors and land trusts 
throughout the United States. He is 

a frequent lecturer and writer on the 
topic, and has played an instrumen-
tal role in the creation of additional 
statutory incentives for voluntary 
land conservation. Lindstrom and his 
family have contributed easements on 
farms in Virginia and Michigan. 

To register and for directions, 
contact Busy Kislig-Shires Byerly by 
e-mail at busy@conserveflorida.org or 
by phone at 352-466-1178.

Otter Springs, 
which flows into 
the Suwannee 
River, is a  
636-acre park 
that was recently 
purchased by 
the Suwannee 
River Water 
Management 
District 
(SRWMD). 
Photo courtesy 
 of SRWMD. 

Upcoming Professional Seminar
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Guest Editorial
by Matt Dube’

Motorcyclists are passionate about 
the same landscapes that conser-
vationists protect, yet each is ap-
parently unaware of each other’s 
interests. Let’s expand our awareness 
and create new alliances to further 
the work of preserving open spaces 
and working lands. 

Motorcyclists are fortunate to have 
so much beautiful countryside 

just beyond the Gainesville city limits 
to enjoy from the saddle. I would miss 
these places - Evinston, Shiloh, Cross 
Creek - if they devolved into the kinds 
of anonymous landscapes that have 
obliterated parts of authentic Florida.   

I ride a sport touring motorcycle 
because I enjoy the freedom of the 
open road and the sense of adventure it 
invites. I’ve traveled much of the Deep 
South on a motorcycle, but the scenic 
back roads of Alachua and Marion 
Counties are some of my favorites.  
Some weekend mornings, I’ll travel 
south from Gainesville on US 441 and 
turn onto CR 234 past wooded land 
and pastures just north of Micanopy.  
Sometimes I’ll ride the limerock  
section of Waccahooty Road near 
Moore’s Pond and Barr Hammock 
where the landscape appears more 
canopied and ancient. Other times, 
I’ll ride CR 329 where cattle graze on 
green rolling hills near Shiloh.    

In 2006, the Nova Scotia Depart-
ment of Tourism, Culture and Heritage 
published research on motorcycling in 
the US and Canada that highlighted 
the growth of recreational motorcy-
cling. Of the approximately 5.7 million 
motorcycles registered for on-road 
use, about a third ride from 10,000 to 
20,000 miles per year.  

What’s behind this growth trend?  
According to the Nova Scotia report, 
today’s motorcyclists are looking for 
the interesting backroads of America 

like those celebrated in William Least 
Heat-Moon’s classic book Blue High-
ways. The report found that touring 
motorcyclists want “good quality  
roads that are exciting to drive on, 
roads with minimal traffic, and good 
restaurants.” Motorcyclists also look 
for “great views and roads with  
curves and vistas”.  

All of this brings me to the point I 
wish to make, which is: Motorcyclists 
are allies of the land conservation 
movement.  

Motorcyclists don’t spend millions 
of dollars on bikes and gear to tour the 
suburbs or sit in traffic among endless 
commercial strips.  

What we are passionate about 
is discovering adventure among our 
remaining open spaces, working 
landscapes, and small towns with the 

hope of experiencing something truly 
amazing.  We seek out authentic places 
shaped by thriving local economies, 
good environmental stewardship and 
responsible growth management.  We 
want to experience the diverse geogra-
phy and history of this beautiful land.  

I believe this desire makes a touring 
motorcyclist a kindred spirit among 
“traditional” conservationists, yet their 
is little evidence that the two groups 
are constructively aware of each other.  
Perhaps the motorcycle touring com-
munity and land trusts could recognize 
the potential benefits of cooperation.
What kind of actions could be encour-
aged?  I have some suggestions:  

Motorcyclists: Support land trusts 
with an annual financial contribu-
tion. Cast votes of support for local 
conservation initiatives and political 
candidates. Buy domestically pro-
duced agricultural products from small 
producers. Choose to patronize locally 
owned and operated hotels, restaurants 
and family farms.

Land Trusts: Reach out to the 
motorcycling community to encour-
age participation in advancing the land 
trust’s mission. Develop scenic tour 
maps highlighting conservation proj-
ects and local character. 

Matt Dube’ is the Project Coordina-
tor with the City of Gainesville Com-
munity Redevelopment Agency and 
is married to CTF Land Conservation 
Director Ellen Huntley Dube’.

“What we are  
passionate about is 
discovering adven-
ture among our re-
maining open spaces, 
working landscapes, 
and small towns  
with the hope of expe-
riencing something 
truly amazing.”

Wacahooty Road near Moore’s Pond and Barr Hammock Preserve. Photo by Matt Dube’. 
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NFHJA 
Land Trust Banquet

 
 

Conservation Trust for Florida (CTF) and the North 
Florida Land Trust (NFLT) were the featured land 

trusts at the annual banquet held by the North Florida 
Hunter Jumper Associationon (NFHJA) on Saturday, 
January 19, 2009 at the Clay County Fairgrounds. 

After the banquet, guests watched the $75,000 FEI 
Grand Prix Show Jumping event in the covered arena. 
Clay Henderson, an attorney from Volusia County who 
has worked to protect nearly 250,000 acres of land was 
the keynote speaker. Sara Kozumplik Dierks, a four-star 
international three-day eventer, also spoke about the im-
portance of protecting horse farms at the event. 

Sara has competed as a Four Star eventer for the past 10 
years. Her horse, Somerset was ranked 7th in the country 
for 2008. She was just named to the 2009 US Eventing 
winter training list. Sara runs Overlook Farm Eventing 
with her husband Eric Dierks. The farm operates out of 
Ocala, Fl. and Berryville, VA.

Clay Henderson is an attorney with Holland and 
Knight, one of the largest law firms in the nation. He was 
president of Florida Audubon Society, the state’s oldest 
and largest conservation organization. Clay specializes in 

environmental law, land use, and Smart Growth policies. He 
developed the first county endangered lands acquisition pro-
gram “Volusia County Forever” and helped launch Preserva-
tion 2000 and Florida Forever.

Special thanks to Tony Weight, NFHJA President and 
Sue Rindal, NFHJA Sponosr Coordinator for their support 
of the event. Thank you also to Donna Chapman-Grasso, 
professional artist and equestrain, for donating 40% of the 
proceeds from the sale of the original painting Young Turkeys 
to CTF and NFLT.

The 2008 Farm Bill recently extended a 2006 incentive that enables family farmers, ranchers, and other 
moderate-income landowners to get a significant tax benefit for donating a conservation easement on 
their land. But unless Congress acts, the incentive will expire at the end of 2009! The renewed incentive 
helps landowners of modest means choose conservation by:

•  Raising the maximum deduction a donor can take for donating a conservation easement from 30% of 
their adjusted gross income (AGI) in any year to 50%; 
•  Allowing qualified farmers and ranchers to deduct up to 100% of their AGI; and 
•  Increasing the number of years over which a donor can take deductions from 6 to 16 years. 

Bills Introduced to Improve Estate Tax Incentives for Conservation

Estate taxes can lead to the break-up, sale and development of family-owned farm, ranch and forest 
lands, even when landowners would prefer to keep these lands intact.  Three new bills have been intro-
duced by Congress. 

H.R. 3050 - American Family Farm and Ranchland Protection Act, introduced by Reps. Earl Blumenauer 
(D-OR) and Eric Cantor (R-VA). This bill will increase the cap on the “2031(c) exclusion” from estate tax 
for 50% of the value of land under easement, from the current $500,000 to $5 million.
 
H.R. 3524 -- Family Farm Preservation Estate Tax Act, Introduced by Rep. Mike Thompson (D-CA). This 
bill would indefinitely defer estate taxes on agricultural and conserved land so long as it remains in the 
family, ensuring that nobody will have to sell their land just to pay estate taxes.
 
H.R. 1328 -- Farmland Preservation and Land Conservation Act, Introduced by Rep. Tim Bishop (D-NY) to 
defer estate taxes on agricultural land or land under easement.

Sara Kozumplik Dierks and her horse Somerset. Sara spoke about 
the importance of protecting horse farms at the NFHJA banquet. 
Photo courtesy of Overlook Farm. 

Tax Incentives for Easements

How You Can Help

Urge Representatives to 
cosponsor the Conser-
vation Easement Incen-

tive Act, H.R. 1831, 
introduced by Reps. 

Mike Thompson (D-CA) 
and Eric Cantor (R-VA).  

Urge Senators  to 
cosponsor the Rural 

Heritage Conservation 
Extension Act, S. 812, 

introduced by Senators 
Max Baucus (D-MT) and 
Charles Grassley (R-IA). 

For more info: Contact 
the Land Trust Alliance 

at 202-638-4725 or 
policy@lta.org.
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2009 Fall Round UP! &
Awards Celebration 

Join us to celebrate 
 

Florida Cattle Ranching:   
Five Centuries of Tradition

Robert L. Stone  
Outreach Coordinator, Florida Folklife Program

 

Whitehurst Horse Prairie Ranch 
Sunday, November 8th from 3 to 6 p.m.
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The mission of the Conservation Trust for Florida is to protect the rural landscapes of Florida.  
We focus on farms, ranches, working forests, and natural areas that provide landscape connections.

We have successfully protected approximately 9,100 acres of rural landscapes through publicly 
funded land conservation programs and privately donated conservation easements.  

CTF, in conjunction with the Office of Greenways & Trails, has also helped begin and  
facilitate the protection of a 153,000-acre project,  

the Camp Blanding to Osceola National Forest Ecological Greenway. 
We work on a statewide basis to protect working rural landscapes and wildlife corridors through  
educational workshops and direct protection through voluntarily donated conservation easements 

and acquisition by publicly funded land conservation programs.

Thank you for your support!
Your support is vital and helps CTF achieve our land conservation 
goals to protect working rural lands and wildlife corridors. Go to 
www.conserveflorida.org and click on Memberships or use the 

PayPal link. Or call 352-466-1178 for a membership form.  

CTF celebrates our 10th Anniversary!
Conservation Trust for Florida is celebrating our 10th 

anniversary this year. The organization was founded in 1999 
by David Carr to protect wildlife corridors and working rural lands 

on a statewide basis.
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